s,
N -
' al
o I ¥ |
L PR ) _
h J Al !
) W , ¥
e .
v W \
?...-.._,p.. ‘. : |
\ Py ) : 1 .

You may scrollby clicking on the single arrows.



Rio Vista History

Provided by our Rio Vista Resident,
Betty Seymour

The land called Rio Vista was first patented by a Quaker named William Worrillow (or Warrillow) in 1694. He called it the Worrill 0 wd
Exchange. The land extended from St. Michaels Harbor to the south side of what is now Spencer Creek.

William Worillow died circa 1743, intestate and without heirs. E d timmnbds B
Circumventedo. Bl ades sold 150 acres on the south side of his Il and to H
John E. Marshall acquired the 150 acres in 1884 and named it ARiverside
I n 1954 Theodore E. Fletcher acquired the farm and subdivided it into |
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Views from the Past

rison, Rio Vista

hased 4 adjoining lots on Riverview Terrace at $785.00 each and built a house on 2 of them, moving in June 1955.
es were built at this time. Watson's

couple of lots down the street. They

couple of days before we did. The other

eing built was by the picnic area and they

At that time there was a manor house which was :
used as a nursing home for many years. Then there g
was the tenant house where the Murdock family
lived on the lot adjoining our lot. They had a
building that they used as a barn and kept a horse
there. Sometimes the horse would get loose at night
and wake us up galloping around our house.

This whole area was a huge field with about the only trees at
the manor and the tenant house and the strip of woods behind
our lots.

The roads were dirt and there was no school bus service. The
children rode their bikes to school when the weather permitted.

There was a low area across the street where some of the
children learned to ice skate. This was a wonderful area to raise
children.
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Hope Harrison with daughters Carol and Anne.



Pictures of the past.

. From the Caplan Family

Picnic area in the 67006s as
from Caplanbds backyard.



I n the 7006s, Rio Vistads ACommunity
had a sandy beach.

David and Mark Caplan



at the picnic area .
en | ooking SE from Caplands back yard.

Visitors gathering in our water access Rio Vista.



CHANGES OVER THE YEARS .....

Provided by:
Our Rio Vista Residents,
Linda and Doug Gibson

Doug and Linda Gibson and family have lived in Rio Vista for 37 years, and very close to nature. Their reflections are based
on changes observed in the natural environment over the years ...

Doug and Linda moved into their new home at 511 Tennant Circle in November of 1972. They remember children skating
behind their home on Reflection Pond almost every winter. Adults would build a fire along the shore and members of the
community would come out to practice their skills.
,”f'! .
Today the pond is more exposed

to the open river and is less y v r
-' '

likely to freeze over. ?
f 7 -

Skating enthusiasts now find it - - u"

More comfortable to skate at the A ol

community rink in Easton. o IR L

Terrapin nests in the sand
each spring. With the erosion
of the beach that habitat has
also disappeared.

Now, turtles are found digging
in yards and driveways, usually
a futile endeavor. The same
could be said about the habitat
for Horseshoe Crabs. Needless
to say, crabs and fish are also much less abundant.




extending from the community picnic area
would be 10 to 20 Diamondback Terrapin nests
ith the erosion of the beach that habitat has also

s are found digging in yards and driveways, usually
same could be said about the habitat for Horseshoe
say, crabs and fish are also much less abundant.

n also recall the numerous Canada Geese that would flock to the
ery winter. The Miles would literally be black from thousands of

. Their son, Stephen, has always fed the wildfowl and would have

0 mallards in the backyard at a time. Nowadays, at the most there might

be 40 or 50. Every spring would bring Mallard hens and nests all over the 1 N £ S ey R s . e
neighborhood. It would be common to see two or three mothers with their g TR B B —. TS T o, R
babies going around together, as many as 25 in a group. Nesting habitat
in the area has decreased due to the shorelines being rip -rapped.

Populations of Tundra swans (whistlers) have dwindled and Mute swans have been eradicated by the State of Maryland.

On a positive note, Rio Vista is a more attractive, cleaner and safer
Community then ever thanks to a vigorous community organization
and lots of new, wonderful neighbors! !




More pictures from the past.

y

-~ |

» - '“"0‘:.'1 w“. £

View from Gi bsondéds back yard | ooking NE
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View looking easterly



Looking across the Miles River from Gi bsonds back ya



OF MARYLAND WEATHER including CHESAPEAKE BAY by James Dawson, "The winter of 1977 was so
ice pushed the Sharpdés |Island | ighthouse that was repl ace
nd there were ice boat races in St. Michaels on the Miles River."

i nans describes in the February 2009 issue of Spin Sheet, i The
the Miles River.

Doug Gibson walking across the mile wide Miles River.
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Sailing a DN

Photo provided by iceboating.net

*The DN is the world's most popular ’
iceboat. It got its name because its }
original design won a 1937 contest ‘
sponsored by the Detroit News.

The International DN Ice Yacht Racing
Association (IDNIYRA) was founded in
1962.




The 1979 Blizzard brought 20 inches of snow
and even higher drifts to Rio Vista.
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Stephen Gibson inspecting the ice damage on Rio
Vista Community Dock, 1979.



Photo of Spencer Creek taken before 1950




s of History
A 1937 aerial photo of Rio Vista

This is the Community Landing Recreation Area
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