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Rio Vista Community Picnic 

 

June 11, 2011 turned out to be another beautiful summer day and a group of 

approximately 60 Rio Vista residents gathered at the picnic area for the 

annual Rio Vista Community Picnic Meeting. After a period of meeting, 

greeting, renewing old acquaintances and forming new ones the residents were 

treated to a delicious luncheon provided by Graul’s Market who donated all of 

the meat, bread and condiments and the side dishes                                      

and desserts by the residents.  

 

 LET’S THINK SAFETY 

 

In a very short time the 2011/2012 school year will 

begin.  Many small children will be on the streets of Rio 

Vista and since the driving route to the High School goes 

through Rio Vista, many less experienced drivers may 

travel those same streets.  

   

Parents: Please teach your children safe walking practices 

on non-side walk streets.   

 

Drivers: Please beware that there may be small children 

walking to school or to school bus stops on increasingly 

dark mornings and afternoons.   

 

What do you really have to lose by slowing your speed and 

coming to a complete stop at Stop Signs?  

 

                               

Fall is just around the corner! 

Picnic cont. 

Following lunch President Jack Davis presided over a 

short business meeting. He reported that the 

Association is fiscally sound and barring the unforeseen, 

should remain so.  He said that the greatest 

responsibility of the present Board is to complete the 

extension of the Deed and Agreement and urged 

anyone who had not been contacted for their signature to 

call a member of the Board.   

 

He thanked out-going members Tom Mendenhall and 

Jan Swigert for their invaluable service and welcomed 

new members Peter Paris and Hunter Plog.  Finally, 

President Jack thanked Graul’s for their generous food 

donation, Higgins Caterers for their loan of folding 

chairs and to St. Luke’s U.M.C. for their loan of folding 

tables.   The meeting was adjourned and many residents 

lingered, enjoying the day and each other. 
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From the President’s Desk ........... 
 

 
 
I hope all are having a safe and enjoyable summer.  It certainly has been hot enough. Since our last Nav-

Light issue, several community activities have brought many of us together.    We held the second annual 

Community Yard Sale in May and those who participated were happy with the turn out.  A lot of space was 

cleaned up in attics and garages .  Our annual picnic in June was well attended and I think everyone enjoyed 

the camaraderie along with some good food.  There were a lot of new faces and some old ones we haven’t 

seen for a while.  Hopefully we will see everyone next year.  

Jan Swigert and Tom Mendenhall completed their terms as Board members in June.  We appreciate all that 

they have contributed during the past years and thank them for a job well done.  Two new Rio Vista 

residents were elected to the Board.  They are Hunter Plog and Peter Paris.  We welcome them and are 

looking forward to their participation. 

 

We have received a number of good comments about the new Rio Vista entrance signs that were installed 

this year.  My thanks to those board members who worked so hard to get this project done. 

The Extension of the Restrictions in the Deed and Agreement remains the highest priority for the 

Board.  The summer hiatus has slowed the process somewhat, but I would appreciate your contacting me if 

you have not yet signed the extension. 

 

The Deed and Agreement restrictions must be re-approved every 20 years by two thirds of the property 

owners.  This document is intended to preserve the community character by prohibiting activities that may 

change the community in a way that would decrease property values or the quality of life presently enjoyed.  

If you have not yet signed an extension agreement, please call me at (410 745-2461) or Jan Burke (410 

745-9768).  We will deliver your documents to you for signature or we can arrange to meet with you at your 

convenience with the paperwork and a notary public.  It takes about 10 minutes of your time.  You can 

read more about this at www.riovistacom.org. 

 

There are a number of projects on the drawing board such as re-seeding the grass at the picnic area and 

filling the low spots.  Also adding rip rap stone along the cove side of the picnic area to prevent further 

erosion.  The board is investigating the possibility of replacing the metal pilings at the boat dock with 

wooden pilings. 

 

Best wishes to you and your families for the remainder of this year. 

 

Jack Davis 
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RIO VISTA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
As we have just completed the first half of the 2011 

financial year, the financial condition of your community 

association continues to remain in good condition.  There 

are several items that remain to be completed that will 

require substantial cash outlays such as the reseeding of 

grass and the filling of low spots at the picnic area and 

replenishing the rip rap at the picnic area along the cove 

side.  The funds to complete these projects are on hand.  

There are no outstanding bills due as of today.  The 

replacement of the entrance signs has been completed 

and fully paid for. 

 

Receipt of annual dues is slightly behind previous years.  

This is attributed to the difficult financial condition of our 

country at this time.  The board is taking positive steps to 

insure that annual dues are collected as quickly as 

possible. 

 

 

         A New Board Member: 

Peter Paris has lived in Rio Vista since 2006, moving to 

St. Michaels from Prague, the Czech Republic where he 

owned and operated a training company.  He and his 

family are from Baltimore, but he attended Cambridge 

Middle School and Dorchester South High School. Since 

moving to Rio Vista, Peter has been involved with real 

estate investment, development and the property 

management business. He and his wife, Lucie enjoy 

exercising, reading, traveling, boating and cooking. 

 

                                 
Reminder:  The boating season is now at least at its 

mid-point.  Boaters should make a critical check of all 

systems and particularly the anchor and mooring lines.  

Frayed or worn lines should be replaced. 
 
Reminder:   Have you neglected to send in your 
Association dues?  Even though President Jack Davis 

gave a glowing financial report, your dues are a part of 

the overall balance of that budget. 

 
Reminder:   Recently there was an attempted break-

in at a home in Rio Vista.  The intruders were unable to 

enter the home, therefore nothing was taken.  But, this 

may serve as a reminder that we all should take stock of 

our own homes.  Are our homes as impenetrable as we 

like to think they are?  Is your house locked when you 
leave for brief shopping trips?                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Boat Dock 

 Report 

 
The current dock deck and structural pilings are in good 

shape. Unfortunately, over time, several of the mooring 

pilings have broken off below the water line about a foot 

or more above the bottom. During a recent low tide, an 

inspection of the remaining mooring pilings revealed 

most are severely rusted and may break off at any time.  

 

These broken pilings present a hazard to both people 

and boats. After all attempts to remove the broken 

pilings have failed, Don Parks, the Dock Master, has 

placed plastic pipes over the broken metal pilings to 

alert boaters of their presence under water. Don has 

requested that the Board consider having several dock 

repair contractors take a look at the situation. 

 

At the July meeting, the Board passed a motion to 

determine: 

 

1. If most or all of the metal pilings could be replaced  

    with wood pilings. 

2. If the broken pilings can be removed or driven down 

     below the bottom. 

3. The cost of the project 

4. The need for a permit 

5. The timing for the project 

 

Members who have experience with dock repair 

    contractors or who would be willing to help make   

    appointments with contractors about this problem, 

    are asked to contact: 

 

 Don Parks,  410-745-0468 (parks1019@verizon.net) 

 Jack Davis,  410-745-2461  (jdavis134@verizon.net) 

 

CURB APPEAL 

 

 

 
Have you taken a ride/walk through Rio Vista?  Dispute 

the fact that Mother Nature has not been particularly 

kind to us this year our Community is beautiful.  In 

many cases this reflects hours of your labor working in                                       

90 and 100 sunny degrees.  Individually, this is a great 

compliment to you as the proud home-owner.  

Collectively, it reflects your feelings for your neighbors 

and the Community.  

 

 I recently heard an individual refer to Rio Vista as an 

aging community.  It is aging very well, thanks to you 

all. 
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Seven Things You’ve Wanted to Know About 

the Establishment of Rio Vista AND the 

Extension  

But Were Afraid to Ask 

 
 

1. Why was Rio Vista Community Association 
established? 
• To enforce reservations, provisions and restrictions 

outlined in Deed & Agreement (D&A) 
• To own and manage the community lands 

 
           To perform these responsibilities, we follow the  
             directives in the D&A and in the Articles of  
             Incorporation. 

 
2. What are the Key Rio Vista Governing 

Documents? 
 Document Date Filed  Where 
Filed 
Deed & Agreement          4/24/54   Talbot County Land Records 
Articles of Incorporation   9/03/54   Md. Dept of Assess & 
Taxation 
First Extension               12/27/73   Talbot County Land Records 
Second Extension            12/29/93   Talbot County Land Records 
 

3. What is the Extension Process all About? 
• Satisfies provision in D&A to renew every 20 years 
• Extension affects ONLY D&A 
• Rio Vista Community Association, Inc. remains 

unchanged 
 

4. What Happens When D&A is Extended: 
• Restrictions and Conditions continue for 20 years 
• Does not affect Deed conveying land to RVCA 
• Does not affect corporation, its procedures, 

responsibilities and powers 
 

5. What Are the Restrictions & Conditions? 
• Rules governing owners of lots in Rio Vista 
• Found in D&A filed in Talbot County Land Records 

 See the next article for a complete listing of all the  
             Restrictions & Conditions. 
 

6. What are the Benefits of Extending the D&A? 
• Review process for new construction is continued 
• Changes and additions to properties continue to be 

managed to preserve the character of Rio Vista 
• Spacious lots and consistency are maintained by 

following original set back rules 
• Process for maintaining appearance to preserve 

property values continues 
• Rio Vista is preserved as a residential community – 

limits commercial, short term and vacation rentals 
 

7. Why Are We Starting the Extension Process Now 
If It Is Not Due Until December 2013? 
• There are 224 residential and 9 commercial lots in 

Rio Vista 
• Signatures required of all owners representing 2/3 

of the land area of Rio Vista 
• Signatures must be notarized and witnessed 

 

 

Rio Vista Community Association, Inc. 

 
Summary of General Restrictions and Conditions from 

Deed and Agreement 

(Full text can be found in Talbot County Land Records 

Liber 312 starting on Page 399.) 

 
10. No more that one dwelling per lot 

• Multi-family or duplex to accommodate two families 
permitted 

• Garage or guest house for personal non-rentable 
use permitted 

 
11. Hotel, boarding house, cabin, camp, factory or any 
             commercial enterprise prohibited 
 
12. No commercial raising of poultry or livestock; no swine 
             or goats kept or raised commercially or otherwise 
   
13. Setbacks as specified on the Map of Rio Vista apply to  
             all lots (25 feet from any road including paper roads, 
             100 feet from the setback line on the waterfront) 

• Ten foot setback applies at all lot boundary lines 
 
14. Plans and specs for new construction and additions or 
             Architectural changes must be submitted and approved 
             prior to start; project must begin within 6 months of  
             approval 
 
15. Owners shall maintain lots in neat, clean, safe and 
             sanitary manner; unsightly rubbish must be kept from 
             public view and removed at intervals not to exceed 3 
             days  
 
16. Rights of way granted to public utilities 

• Strip of land between Route 33 and Washington 
Drive not intended for public use 

 
17. Easements in strips of land 5 feet wide are reserved 
             along boundary lines and roads for public utilities 
 
18. Failure to enforce is not a waiver 
 
19. Violations give Association right to abate and remove 
             violation at owner’s expense 

 
20. Restrictions, conditions, covenants, agreements, 
             easements, reservations must be extended every 20  
             years by consent of owners of not less than  
 2/3 in area of the land exclusive of streets and  
             recreation areas 
 
21. Rights, powers, titles, easements may be assigned to 
             corporation or association giving same rights, powers, 
             obligations and duties as Theodore Fletcher had 
 

 

 
Do you wish to keep the Rio Vista Community the same for the 
next 20 years as it has been in the past? Please call Jan Burke 
(410-745-9768) today! She will arrange for you to sign the 
Extension of the Deeds and Agreements. 

  

Nothing is being added or changed! This is only an 

extension of what was written when created. 

 
Read the articles on this page and call Jan Burke if you 
haven’t signed the extension! Time is running out…….. 
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                    Dates to Remember 

   
September    3 – 4    St. Michaels Art League @ St.  

                                   Luke’s Methodist Church 

September    6          Labor Day 

September  11          Anniversary of attack on the  

                                   World Trade Center 

October         1         St. Luke’s Methodist Church – Faith 

                                   Fest (10 – 2) @ Muskrat Park and 

                                   front of Fellowship Hall 

October       15         Book  Sale (10 – 2)@St. Luke’s  

                                  Methodist Church – Pit Beef will 

                                   also be  sold. 

October     21 – 22   Rummage Sale @ Christ Church 

                                   Parish Hall 

 

            STORM PLANS 
Remember Hurricane Isabel?  What did we learn?  Have 

we forgotten?  Much of Rio Vista shorefront property is 

extremely vulnerable in high east or northeast winds.  

Heavy wind and rain during peak storm surge can cause 

flooding in portions of Rio Vista. 

 

Everyone should check their properties during periods of 

approaching storms.  If you leave articles out in the open, 

move them inside or to a more protected location and 

make sure they are secured.  If it could float away, move 

it to higher ground and throw out the anchor.  Unsecured 

items can quickly become projectiles. 

 
Slip holders: our pier is home to many small, trailerable 

boats.  In the event a severe storm your boat is 

substantially safer in your yard.  It takes far less time to 

pull it than it takes to replace it. 

 

 

 

Of course, by now EVERYONE has seen the new signs.  

If you haven’t noticed them, you have been way too 

distracted!  Jan Swigert, recently retired from the Rio 

Vista Board, invested a great deal of time working with 

several sign makers before finding the craftsman who 

made our three signs.  His name is Mark Kottwitz and he 

created the design for the one at Madison and then 

made miniatures (minus the picket fence) for the other 

two.  He also gave us good advice on the colors.  His 

price was reasonable and he completed the job with an 

excellent on time installation.  I hope you are as pleased 

as I am when I drive by the signs – especially the one at 

Madison.  We live in a special community and our new 

signs are a welcome addition.   

 

We thank all of you who made extra contributions when 

paying your annual fees – some of those added dollars 

in our treasury made it possible for us to make this 

happen. 

 
Kottwitz.graphics@comcast.net 

 

Your Rio Vista Board recommends Mark Kottwitz based 

on experience working with him as he designed, made 

and installed our three signs. All three signs are 

displayed on the Rio Vista Web Site under News & 

Report. www.riovistacom.org 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
What have you given Rio Vista lately? 

 

Hopefully, you are thinking, “My email address”. 

Or, maybe you are thinking, “Telling Rio Vista that I will be happy to receive the quarterly Nav-Light online”. 

 

Surprisingly, this is the gift to your community that keeps on giving. 

We can use the saved copying and mailing dollars to continue to preserve our shoreline, to plant grasses and to 

maintain our dock area.   

 

You can reduce the amount of paper coming in to your home and, if you give us your email address, you can be assured 

that you will be advised not only of the Nav-Light availability but also of safety issues (like robberies or break-ins in our 

community).  We do not share our email list with anyone and we will not pester you with numerous emails.  

It’s very easy.  Just email sdroege@bluecrab.org and give us your email address or tell us you’ll be happy to check the 

website for your copy of the newsletter.  You’ll be on the list of those who are saving us money and we thank you. 
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Boy Scouts Plant Grass 

To help protect our shoreline. 

 
During the winter of 2011, Michael Dodrill, son of Cynthia 

Cooper and residents of Rio Vista, proposed a project to 

preserve the shoreline at the boat dock point of land by 

planting grass seedlings.  Michael planned the project, 

organized his fellow Boy Scouts and supervised the 

planting on Saturday, April 16.  Along with his friends, 

Michael was joined by Mr. Bill Roth, Scout Master, Miss 

Jenny, Scout Advancement Chairperson and Mr. Steve 

Gibson, also a lifelong Rio Vista resident. 

 

Michael and his team completed the planting by days end.  

The seedlings were about 3 inches tall at the time of 

planting.  They are now firmly entrenched in the soil and 

are about two to three feet tall.  As a result of his efforts 

our point of land will resist erosion for a long time to come 

and Michael earned his Eagle Scout designation. 

 
 
Thank you, Michael, for a job well done!   
 

 

STEPHEN DAVIS HELLER 
4/20/1921 – 5/16/2011 

 
On May 16th  Rio Vista lost a good friend and one of the 
“backbone” members of the Rio Vista Community Association, 
Stephen Davis Heller  Between his arrival to Rio Vista in 1977 
and date of his passing, he served almost continuously as an 
officer of the Association and as a member of the Board of 
Directors.  For a period of time Steve was no doubt the most 
knowledgeable person in the Community concerning policy, the 
deed and agreement, restrictions etc.  Residents with questions 
usually went to Steve.  For many years he was a Board Member 
at the St. Mary’s Square Museum was treasurer for most of 
that time. And, professionally, he was recognized as a pioneer in 
the Space Flight Program at Cape Canaveral.  Employed by 
RCA he went on to lead the telecommunications efforts in Alaska 
and later internationally. 
 
Steve and Irene discovered St. Michaels by water and after 
sailing in, it became his dream to retire to this quaint little town. 
Steve was always a pleasure to spend time with and the residents 
of Rio Vista will indeed miss him.   

 

 

 

Rio Vista Trivia Quiz 
 How Many Properties Are There In RVCA  
A. 98  
B. 168  
C. 232  
D. 193  
 
How Many Paved Streets Are There In RVCA?  
A. 11  
B. 17  
C. 22  
D. 9  
 
How Old Is The Oldest House In RVCA?  

A. 121 yrs.  
B. 100 yrs.  
C. 80 yrs.  
D. 56 yrs.  
 
Which RVCA Street Has The Most Homes?  
A. Riverview  
B. Jefferson  
C. Tyler  
D. Madison  
 
Which RVCA Street Has The Fewest Number Of Homes?  
A. Bush  
B. Monroe  
C. Polk  
D. South Talbot  
 
How Many Commercial Properties Are There In RVCA?  
A. 9  
B. 0  
C. 6  
D. 3  
 
Which Of The Following Streets Are In RVCA?  
A. Calvert Ave.  
B. Adams St.  
C. Van Buren St.  
D. Forrest Ave.  
 
How Many RVCA Residential Lots Have Not Been Built On?  
A. O  
B. 1  
C. 2  
D. 3  
 
How Many RVCA Commercial Lots Have not Been Built On?  
A. 0  
B. 1  
C. 2  
D. 3  
 
How Many Times Have The RVCA  
Restrictions Been Extended?  
A. 0  
B. 1  

C. 2  
D. 3  
 
What Was RVCA’s Original Name?  
A. Rio Vista Homeowners Assoc.  
B. Rio Vista Beach club  
C. Rio Vista Yacht Club  
D. Rio Vista Shores  
 
Not Counting Community Property, Paved And Paper Roads, 
How Large Is RVCA.  
A. 6,850,432.5 Square Feet  
B. 3,579,832.7 Square Feet  
C. 5,084,254.6 Square Feet  
D. 4,975,405.5 Square Feet  

Answers on Page 7
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In Memory of Steve Heller 

 

 
 

Thanks to Francis and Jan Burke, we have a new 

table at our picnic area. Given in memory of Steve 

Heller, it is our most popular table by far! Thank you 

Fran and Jan!! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

*Note the new location. 
“Thank you” to Larry Poore of the Poorehouse for his 
support of Rio Vista Community! 

THANK YOU 

 
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

 

 

 

    HOW ABOUT A CHUCKLE……… 

 
A man and his wife were driving their Recreational Vehicle 

across the country and were nearing a town spelled  

Kissimee. They noted the strange spelling and tried to figure  

how to pronounce it - KISS-a-me; kis-A-me; kis-a-ME. They  

grew more perplexed as they drove into the town.  

 

Since they were hungry, they pulled into a place to get 

something to eat. At the counter, the man said to the  

waitress:  

 

"My wife and I can't seem to be able to figure out how to pronounce 

this place. Will you tell me where we are and say  

it very slowly so that I can understand."  

 

The waitress looked at him and said:  

                               "Buuurrrgerrr Kiiiinnnng."  

Answers to Rio Vista Trivia Quiz            

 

There are 232 properties in RVCA. 

 

There are 17 paved streets in RVCA. 

 

The oldest house built in 1890 is 121 yrs. old. 

 

Madison Ave has 33 homes.  

 

Only one home has an address on Polk St. 

 

There are 9 commercial properties in RVCA 

 

Calvert Ave. Adams St., Van Buren St., and Forrest Ave. are  all 

      unpaved roads (called paper roads in RVCA). 

      (Forrest Ave. is shared with Bently Hay) 

 

Currently there are 2 residential lots that haven’t been built on. 

 

Currently there is 1 commercial lot that hasn’t been built on. 

 

The restrictions were extended in 1974 and 1994  

 

Rio Vista was originally called Rio Vista Beach Club 

 

The area of all the lots in RVCA adds up to 4,975,405.5 sq. ft. 
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Board of Governors 

President Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Vice-President/Legal Liaison Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118  

Secretary Jan Burke   (410) 745-9768 

Treasurer  Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Erosion Control Jack Davis   (410) 745-2461 

Architectural Review Barry Burke (410) 745-3885 

Nav-Light  Ken Bridges (410) 745-5980  

      

E-mail Rio Vista Association riovistamd@riovistacom.org 

Committees 

Architectural  

E-mail 

Barry Burke 

 

riovistaarchitectural@riovistacom.org

(410) 745-3885 

 

 

 
Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

Communications Ken Bridges (410) 745-5980  

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

Community Events Ann Davis (410) 745-2461 

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

Curb Appeal Ken Bridges (410) 745-5980 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

Dock Don Parks (410) 745-0468 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

  Ken Bridges (410) 745-5980  

   

 Document Review Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

  Ken Bridges (410) 745-5980  

   

 Erosion Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

  Bernie Grove (410) 745-6154 

 
Roy Droege (410) 745-6572 

Finance Peter Paris (443) 819-1346 

Landscape 
Hunter Plog 

Jan Burke 
(410) 745-5492 

(410) 745-9768 

   
Neighborhood Watch Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

 
    

Web Masters Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

 
Sharon Miller (410) 745-2140 

 

 


