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Welcome to our new Neighbors 

 
You may have noticed some new residents on your street.  Please stop by to 

say hello and to welcome them to our community. 
 
 Andrea Lange   308 Cove View Drive 
 Ann & Catherine Demart 1205 Jefferson Avenue 

 Franz & Beverly Stoffler  1114 Jefferson Avenue 
 Karen & Ralph Arnold  1107 Harrison avenue 

Wayne Oler   1111 Harrison Avenue 

           Catherine Racca  518 Tennant Circle 
 

Time-Honored Book is a Must-Read for  

Come-Heres and From-Heres 
by 

Dick Cooper 

W. Hulbert Footner was an author, playwright and explorer of far-off places. He traced the remote rivers of western 

Canada, traveled the world as a celebrated novelist and was a featured writer for Field and Stream. But one of his 
most enduring works took him on an extended journey to one of the more isolated areas of the continental United 

States – the Eastern Shore. “Rivers of the Eastern Shore: Seventeen Maryland Rivers” by Footner was published in 
1944, the year he died. It was the twenty-fifth book in the famous Rivers of America book series that produced 65 
books from 1937 until 1974 with well-known writers and artists featuring waterways across the country. (Andrew 
Wyeth illustrated the book about his beloved Brandywine River). 

“Rivers of the Eastern Shore” has remained in print ever since, an amazing feat for a book about a relatively small 
section of a vast country. Footner was not content with describing the rivers and the people who live along them. He 
dug into the history of the region, good and bad, and took time to examine some of the more famous legends. Part 

of the book’s longevity is spelled out in the publisher’s blurb: “Today, each new arrival to the Eastern Shore – a 
‘come here’ [from somewhere else] – gets his or her copy of this time-tested Footner learn-how-to manual to guide 
them directly to the heart of the ‘land of pleasant living.’” 
 
See Time-Honored 
       Page 4 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK…                                                                                                                                                 

    

 

 
Dear Rio Vista Residents, 

 

Well, we made it through the summer months and autumn is clearly upon us.  The summer was a 

glorious one, weather wise, and I think we are all enjoying a welcome Indian summer.  The leaves 

have taken on their beautiful colors and I hear the leaf blowers whining away.  Please remember, 

there is no burning of leaves or brush at any time in Rio Vista. 

 

Also, don’t forget that the children are back in school.  We all need to be extra alert while driving in 

the community.  The posted speed limit is 25 MPH and we have asked the Sheriff to step up speed 

enforcement.  You may have noticed the radar unit set up on Riverview Terrace in the past months. 

 

I want to make a special thank you to the Talbot County Roads Department for the re-surfacing of all 

of our community streets.  Some of them were in particular bad repair and the new surface is very 

welcome.  As many of you may know, the County has not received its fair share of street maintenance 

monies from the State for several years. I know we all appreciate Talbot County’s effort to do more 

with less. 

 

Your Board of Governors has been busy during the last year.  Many of the projects and 

accomplishments have been written about in previous Navlight editions.  Those projects completed 

include new pilings at the community dock, plantings in Tennant Circle, overhaul and modernization of 

the community web page and erosion control projects along the Miles River.  If you have not had an 

opportunity to visit the community web page, please do so.  It looks different, is based on up-to-date 

software and is still being worked on. 

 

The Board is in the process of planning for next year.  Suggestions and comments from residents are 

encouraged and will be appreciated. 

 

The Nav-Light is the primary method we use to let everyone know the news about Rio Vista.  If you 

are receiving the Nav-Light by mail, please consider giving us your email address.  It looks a lot better 

in color on the website.  We keep email addresses confidential and only use them to advise you that a 

new Nav-Light has been posted or to inform you of important happenings quickly. 

 

By the time the Nav-light is published, Halloween will be over, Thanksgiving will be fast approaching 

and Christmas will be here before you know it.  I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.  We 

plan to publish pictures of many of the Christmas decorations in the Navlight again this year.  So don’t 

forget to leave your lights on so we can take pictures.  

 

Hope all have a happy, healthy and memorable holiday season. 

 

Jack Davis 
 
 

 

* 
As a reminder, open fires, such as yard debris burning, are not permitted within Rio Vista at 

any time. 
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   TREASURER’S REPORT    

 

Jack Davis 

(410) 745-2461 

 
 
Your Rio Vista Community Association remains in good 

financial condition for 2014 with no debt and no known 
significant financial issues.  There were a number of 
large projects completed or planned for this year.  Fee 
billing for 2015 will be mailed in the next week or so. 
 
Collection of the annual fee has been very good and 

we appreciate those who have made that payment.  

There are a few late payers and I hope they will take 
the time to bring their accounts up to date.  The 
completion of the community projects is dependent 
upon all of us making this effort. 
 
The annual fee remains at $50.00 per household.  The 

Board has kept the fee at this level for nearly 10 
years.  The Board does not anticipate an increase in 
the foreseeable future.  The fee is a mandatory 
assessment that is authorized in the Articles of 
Incorporation.  If you have not already remitted 
payment for the 2014 fee, please do so as soon as you 
can.  

 

ARCHITECTURAL REPORT 

The Board of Governors for the Rio Vista Community 

Association (RVCA) encourages property owners in Rio 
Vista to improve their homes and their properties to 
maintain and improve the property values in the 
community. Therefore a simple one-page form is 
provided to obtain Board approval BEFORE County 
permits are requested. 

 As always, we appreciate your support of this 

process, and should you have suggestions and 
feedback for improvement, please contact the 
Architectural Committee at 

architectural@riovistacom.org  Additional forms may 
be found at www.riovistacom.org/  

The Architectural Committee took the following 

actions since the last Nav-Light: 

2014-004 602 Cove Road  
Fence around deck  
APPROVED with Modification 
 
Recently we have had questions from homeowners 
regarding painting of their home and putting on a new  

 
 
                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

    new roof. If a resident wishes to change the color of 
the house, trim, roof etc., an approval is required.  

If the homeowner wishes to paint the home the 
same color, or re-shingle with a similar color, 
approval is not required. Same holds true for a 

new color siding – this also must be approved.  
Please provide paint and/or siding color samples 
(link to website where the color is shown).  Please 
note, that there is not a standard color chart that 
the Association uses to determine approved colors.  
Colors must be consistent with those in the 
neighborhood to be approved. 

Handy Reference Guides for Talbot County Code 
Requirements. 
 
NOTE: RVCA Architectural Guidelines are in some 

cases more stringent than County Codes. RVCA 
Guidelines take priority over County Codes (setbacks 

and fence requirements.)  Please be sure to check 
with the Permits Office to ensure that you have the 
latest version, as Building and Environmental Codes 
are subject to change without notice. 
PERMITTING and INSPECTIONS GUIDES:  
www.talbotcountymd.gov/index.php?page=Guides  

Members of the 2014 Architectural Committee include: 
 Ralph Bowers 
 Doug Gibson 
 Patrick Kennedy 

 Ed Kimlin 
 Lauren Kimlin 
 Donna Reichert 
 Steve Shimko 
 Jim Swigert 

 Barry Burke, Chair  
(barry_burke@comcast.net) 

                        Barry Burke 
         (301) 482-1929 

                 

LANDSCAPE  REPORT 

Is it Time for a Fall Cleanup? 
 

With the heat of summer a distant memory it is now 

cool enough for some outside projects. 
 
 First, let’s look at our mailboxes and paper boxes. 

Are they straight and in usable condition? Are they 
being used? Do you have boxes in front of your 
house that you do not use? 
 
 Do you need some help getting rid of derelict box? If 
you need some help, call 410-745-9768 someone 
from the Board will help remove the unwanted 

mailbox or newspaper box. 
 
    

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:architectural@riovistacom.org
http://www.riovistacom.org/
http://www.talbotcountymd.gov/index.php?page=Guides
mailto:barry_burke@comcast.net
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DOCK MASTER’S REPORT 

The boating season is coming to an end for 2014.  

Just a reminder that all slip holders need to have their 
boats out of the water by November 14th.  If you need 
help hauling out your boat let me know.  Also all slip 
holders need to have any ropes or hardware attached 
to the poles removed by November 14th. 

 
This year really has not been a good season for 
crabbing.  I think one day I had my crab lines in the 
water for 8 hours and netted a dozen crabs.  I have 
had personal success fishing this year thanks to 
Donnie Gowe and his father.  I have been fishing 

since 2004 and have never caught a keeper rockfish 
(striped bass).  Donnie gave me some insider 
information.  I was able to catch a nice 20 inch bass 
right off the shoreline, thanks guys.   

 
The RVC dock project is complete and really looks 
good.  I have had a lot of complements about the 

marina area.  I would remind everyone in the 
community that the slip fees and home owner’s 
association fees help keep our community the great 
place that it is.  If anyone has any suggestions about 
how we can further improve the marina area please 
let us know. 
 

I ask everyone in the community to monitor activity 
down at the picnic area and marina area.  Over the 
past months someone has been dumping filleted fish 
and left over bait into the water.  This is not the 
proper way to discard these items because it rots in 

between rocks.  Thanks!  

Hunter Plog 
(410) 745- 5492 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

A Big, Big Thanks To The Many Homeowners Who 
             Keep Their Properties Neat and Clean! 
 
A drive through Rio Vista reveals a wonderful 
neighbor -hood. But like everything in life, we could 
do a little better. There are a lot of homes for sale. 
Unsightly items stored in the front yard and 
overgrown bushes are affecting the ability of some 
homeowners to sell their properties. Please help keep 
Rio Vista a neat, clean, and well cared for community. 
 

Time-Honored 
Cont. from Page 1 

I came across the book shortly after my wife, Pat, and I 
relocated to St. Michaels from suburban Philadelphia. I 
was working on a story about the Calhoon M.E.B.A. 
Engineering School and was asking about the history of 

the land on the banks of the Miles River. One of the 
officials at the school told me about the book and that 
Footner featured one of the historic homes on the 
property. 
 On a rainy Saturday, Pat and I were browsing 
the shelves of the Unicorn Book Store in Trappe. I asked 

owner Jim Dawson if he knew the book and without 
missing a beat, he walked over to the Maryland History 
section and picked a vintage copy off the shelf. When I 
opened the book, I was greeted by a two-page 
illustration of St. Michaels harbor in the 1930s by 

Baltimore artist Aaron Sopher. Sopher’s line-drawing 
style captures landmarks including the Victoriana Inn 

and Eagle House. Sopher (1905-1972) took an artist’s 
liberty with the placement of the steeples of Christ 
Church and St. Luke’s, but he captured the charm of the 
town. Sopher’s work also graced the pages of the 
Baltimore Sun, and his cartoons were published in the 
New Yorker. 
 In his opening chapter, Footner reminds readers 

about the various times that the Eastern Shore was the 
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean and more than six decades 
ago wrote what sounds like a current theme. 
          “The people of the Eastern Shore believe that 
their country is again sinking under the sea and point to 
various evidences to prove it,” he writes. “The banks of 

rivers and the Bay shores are washing; the islands are 
going fast. Some islands have disappeared altogether 
within the space of recorded history.”  His description of 
the lay of the land sets out a quick word picture. “Today, 
the Eastern Shore comprises a peninsula shaped roughly 
like a bunch of grapes. It hangs down from a stem in the 
north, where only a few miles of land separate the 

waters of the Delaware from the Chesapeake, spreads in 
a wide shoulder, and tapers off to a point at the south.” 

          According to various biographies, Footner was 

born in Hamilton, Ontario, in 1879. As a young man, he 
tried his hand at acting in New York, but was not very 
good. Like so many who have failed to make a living in 

their chosen profession, Footner turned to journalism, 
writing for newspapers and magazines. In 1918, he 
published his first crime novel, “The Fugitive Sleuth.”  
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He cranked out two novels a year from then until his 
death, many of them with the word “murder” somewhere 
in the title. One thing that made his books stand out in 

the gumshoe genre was his enlightened use of women as 

his detectives and Watsons. Footner could see the Eastern 
Shore from the Calvert Cliffs near his western shore 
home, but in the late 1930s and early 1940s it might as 
well have been Russia. Travel between the towns and 
villages of the Shore were easier by water than by land. 
         He showed his familiarity with the waters of the 

Chesapeake when he wrote, “winds and tides have 
shaped a shoreline fantastic in the number of its islands, 
rivers, bays, creeks, sounds and straits; in a sailboat one 
could spend the vacations of a lifetime in exploring its 
convolutions.” 
          Footner takes the reader up and down the tidal 
rivers. “There is a strange music in the sound of the 

Indian names: Pocomoke, Wicomico, Nanticoke, 
Choptanks.” He takes his time to stop at great houses and 

small hamlets to let the locals tell their history. He spends 
some time with William Claiborne, who set up a trading 
post on Kent Island in 1631, and Col. Edmond Scarburgh, 
a mass murderer of Assateague and Pocomoke Indians. 

 He gives background on place names. Snow Hill, 
he writes, “was founded in 1686 by some settlers from 
Snow Hill, a suburb of London. No hill rises in the 
Maryland town, but a little snow falls there.” He also 
notes, “They have their own peculiar ways down there; 
they wish to run their own affairs and deeply resent 
outside interference.” As a case in point, he retells the 

story of the 1931 murder of a local white family. Euel Lee, 
a black man accused of the crime, had to be jailed in 
Baltimore County because officials were afraid a local 
lynch mob would kill him before trial. When the mob could 

not get to Lee, they beat his Baltimore lawyer. (The U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Lee’s first conviction because 
there were no blacks on the jury. He was convicted after 

a second trial and hanged in 1933.) 
           The chapter about Oxford tells of the grandeur of 
the town in the 1700s, when it rivaled Annapolis as a 
center of commerce with eight British merchant firms 
based there and hundreds of ships clearing customs in the 
town. He writes about the high society life and the selling 

of human beings on the decks of ships at anchor off the 
village. By the 1790s, the boom had gone bust. At the 
time of this visit, Footner found a quiet village, “one of 
the most ingratiating on the Shore ... and the fame of its 
lively site and fine air bring many summer visitors.” 
       In another fascinating, long-lost story, Footner 

journeys up the Choptank to Two Johns Wharf, named for 

two rotund Vaudevillians who made it their summer home 
in the 1880s.  All summer, while the theatres were closed, 
the Two Johns held high revel beside the Choptank.” The 
good citizens of Denton were taken aback by the thought 
of actors living so close, some even coming from New 
York, via steamboat from Baltimore. To ease the tension, 
the Two Johns hired a steamboat and brought a load of 

Dentonians to their wharf for a free show. “After a few 
years, Two Johns, like all such jolly Bohemians, went 
broke and disappeared from the scene, leaving only the  

 memory of scarlet threads in the sober texture of 
Caroline life.”   
        Working his way north, Footner stops in St. 

Michaels. “At St. Michaels the two main elements of 

the Shore, the aristocratic planter and the 
waterman, meet and fuse.” Here he dismisses St. 
Michaels’ most cherished legend as “the Town that 
Fooled the British.” In his account, Footner writes 
that when the British attacked in August 1813, 
most of the militia at the fort at Parrott Point fled, 

leaving Captain Dawson and two other defenders, 
one white, one black. As the British were coming 
ashore on what is now Riverview Terrace, the 
defenders fired one shot from their overstuffed 
cannon. The British hightailed it back to the barges 
and exchanged cannon fire with the town. The 
legend has town residents putting lanterns in trees 

to trick the British gunners into overshooting the 
shipyards and houses. “No contemporary account 

speaks of such a ruse,”Footner writes. He moves up 
the Wye River to tell stories of wealthy, landed  

                        
families with the flare of a screenwriter plotting 
a soap opera. 

           Historians caution that Footner’s accounts 

should be taken with a grain of salt. He clearly likes 
a good tale, and his novelist’s style would never let 
a few facts stand in the way of a good story. 
 As a “come-here,” I found “Rivers of the 
Eastern Shore” to be thoroughly entertaining and 
informative. While the language is quaintly dated, 

the book captures the essence of the Shore and 
gives it a true sense of place. 
 
Dick Cooper is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist. 
He and his wife, Pat, live and sail in St. Michaels, 
MD. 

 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays  
from 

The Rio Vista Board & Committees 
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WE GIVE A THANK YOU…… 
to Justine's Ice Cream Parlor in St. Michaels for 

donating the ice cream for our annual meeting/ice 
cream bash. 

 

 

 

St. Michaels Community Center 
Trish Payne 

Executive Director 
(410) 745- 5102 

trish@stmichaelscc.org 
 

Senior Activities 

Every Tuesday – Chair Yoga, Free! 10:15 – 11:00 
        At the Housing Authority on Dodson Ave. 
Wednesdays – Luncheon/ Program 10:30 – 12:30 
 
Youth Activities 
Call for the latest schedule of events! 
 

`           

 
St. Michaels Community Center - about empowering 

people, family and community with life skills for health 
and happiness. 

 

 

 
 

 
“Thank you” to Larry Poore of the Poorehouse for 
supporting the Rio Vista Communities’ Nav-Light! 

                       
 

 JUST FOR LAUGHS 

  

 A couple was driving through Louisiana when they 
came to a sign that told them they were almost to 
Natchitoches. They argued all the way there about 
how to pronounce the name of the town. Finally they 
stopped for lunch. After getting their food, the 
husband said to the cashier, "Can you settle an 

argument for us? Very slowly, tell us where we are." 
 
The cashier leaned over the counter and said: 

  
"Buuurrrrrr-Gerrrrrr Kiiiinnnnnggg" 

  
  

  
  

 A man walks into a New York City bank and says he 
wants to borrow $2,000 for three weeks. The loan 
officer asks him what kind of collateral he has. The 
man says “I’ve got a Rolls Royce — keep it until the 
loan is paid off — here are the keys.” The loan officer 

promptly has the car driven into the bank’s 
underground parking for safe keeping, and gives the 
man $2,000. 

  
  Three weeks later the man comes into the bank, pays 

back the $2,000 loan, plus $10 interest, and regains 

possession of the Rolls Royce. The loan officer asks 
him, “Sir, if I may ask, why would a man who drives a 
Rolls Royce need to borrow two thousand dollars?” 

  

 The man answers, “I had to go to Europe for three 
weeks, and where else could I store a Rolls Royce for 
that long for ten dollars?” 

 

 Have you seen our new 
 RVCA website!! 

  
    No, then you need to go to your computer right 

now and check it out: riovistacom.org (Of course if 
you receive your Nav-Light on the site, you already 
have been surprised by the change.) The site includes 

Rio Vista’s History (pictorial & text, Bylaws, 
Architectural Information and more). It was designed 
by our own Rio Vista resident and web designer, 

Laurie Swain, it is a modern approach with new info. 
We are still adding content and will update it as we go 
along. Please let us know what you think. 

                    

 

 
 
  

 
 

mailto:trish@stmichaelscc.org
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

      

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
Rev. Marty Wiley 
(410) 745-2534 

 

stlukeschurch@verizon.net 
 

December 6, Noon – 3:00pm then 6:00pm - ??? 

 Midday Madness Jewelry sale and gift bazaar 
December 13, 7:30 am – 11:30 am 
 Church Holiday Breakfast 
January 16, 4:00pm – 8:00pm 
 Spaghetti Dinner 
                                  

 
 

St. Michael’s Mission Church 
Rev. James Nash, Pastor 

 Rev. Glenn M. Evers, Associate Pastor 
(410) 822-2344 

 

www.ssppeaston.org 
 

Saturdays              Evening Mass 
     5:30 PM                  

Sundays                 Mass 
   10:15 AM                  
Mondays               Spanish Prayer Group      
    7:15 PM                  

Wednesdays 
     12:00 PM           Mass 

 

 

 
Union United Methodist Church 

Rev. Emanuel Johnson 

 (410) 745-2784 

uumc@atlanticbb.net 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

       

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Christ Church 
 Rev. Mark Nestlehutt 

 (410) 745- 9076 
 

info@christstmichaels.org 

 

 

November 2, 5:00pm 
 Evensong 
November 3, 7:00pm 
 Popcorn Theology – The Lunchbox 
November 27, 10:00am 
 Thanksgiving Day Service 

December 7, 5:00pm 
 Advent Lessons and Carols 
December 13, 9:00am – 1:00pm 
 Christmas Bazaar 
December 14, 6:00pm 

 Celebration of Choirs 
December 20, 7:30pm 

 Tidewater Singers Concert 
December 24, 4:00pm 

Family Christmas Eucharist w/Children’s 
Sermon 

December 24, 6:00pm 
 Christmas Eucharist 
December 24, 9:30pm 

 Choral Prelude 
December 24, 10:00pm 
 Festal Christmas Eucharist w/Choir 
January 4, 5:00pm 
 Epiphany Lessons & Carols Followed By Dinner 

January 5, 7:00pm  

 Popcorn Theology 
 

 

 

 
Saturday, December 6th, 2014 

 
Midnight Madness sales run all day  

culminating in the drawings at 11:30pm in the center of 
town.   

  
Come early and stay to enjoy all that St. Michaels has to offer 

during the holidays! 

 

 

Christmas 

 in 

St. Michaels 

  
December 12 -14, 2014 

 

mailto:stlukeschurch@verizon.net
http://www.ssppeaston.org/
mailto:uumc@atlanticbb.net
mailto:info@christstmichaels.org
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Board of Governors 

President Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Vice-President Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118  

Secretary Jan Burke   (410) 745-9768 

Treasurer  Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Erosion Control Jack Davis   (410) 745-2461 

Architectural Review Barry Burke (301) 482-1929 

Nav-Light  Charles Rogers (818) 207-0007 

Finance Sharri Foy (410) 745-8622 

Landscape Hunter Plog (410) 745-5492 

E-mail Rio Vista Association riovistamd@riovistacom.org 

   
Committees 

Architectural 
E-mail 

Barry Burke 
 (architectural@riovistacom.org) 

(301) 482-1929 

 
Doug Gibson (410) 745-9487 

 
Patrick Kennedy (410) 745-2800 

Communications Charles Rogers (818) 207-2007 

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

Community Events Ann Davis (410) 745-2461 

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

Dock Hunter Plog (410) 745-5492 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

 Document Review Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

 Erosion Control Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

  Bernie Grove (410) 745-6154 

 
Roy Droege (410) 745-6572 

Finance Sharri Foy (410) 745-8622 

Landscape 
Hunter Plog 
 

(410) 745-5492 
 

 
Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

Neighborhood Watch 
  

 
Charles Rogers (818) 207-0007 

Web Masters Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

 
Dick Cooper (410) 745-5233 

 


