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                                             Phone and/or Computer Problems           
                                                                                                                   
If you have Verizon and you hear crackling noises on your phone, hear other voices while you are talking, have 
emails not sending or receiving, or have any other issue with the Verizon service, we want to hear from you! 

At the January Board Meeting the Board heard many complaints about phone and computer problems that 
frequently occur during and after rainstorms. When the ground is wet, service is just not reliable. Some people 

have gone days without service. To date, Verizon has not been very responsive to our problems. 
 
The RVCA Board is collecting data on the scope of the problem with the intent to contact Verizon to convince 
them to update the service in our community. 
 

We need to present an accurate picture of the scope of the problem. Please email or write to the Board a 
descript -ion of any problems and what if any weather events appear to be contributing to the problem. Let us 
know what happens and how often it happens. 
                                                                              Send letter to:                                      
                                                                                  RVCA 

         P.O. Box294                                

                            St. Michaels MD 21663 
                             or 

                          Email: riovistamd@riovistacom.com 
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The 5th annual St. Michaels Running Festival is May 21st! This year’s 

5k course is brand new and will not include Rio Visa. Instead it will 

traverse the rails to trails path before finishing right in downtown St. 

Michaels at the runner's after party on Fremont St. If you are 

interested in being part of the 5th annual St. Michaels Running 

Festival, there are several ways to get involved: You can participate 

in the 5k or half marathon, OR you can help out as a volunteer on 

the course!  We are so grateful for the residents of Rio Vista for 

helping the Running Festival out over the past years by offering to 

volunteer personally with course monitoring and water stations.  

Volunteering is one of the main feedback responses from the 

participants! If you are interested in volunteering, please email 

                                lynne@runstm.com. 

The 5th annual St. Michaels Running Festival 
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SNOW!!!!!!  I was really, really hoping we would make it through the winter without a lot of snow.  Guess I can 
forget about that now.  There's a blizzard outside and I think most of the snow in Rio Vista has decided to 
accumulate in my driveway.  The wind is howling and the snow is swirling so I can't get out to get a head start on 

removal.  Chris Barnhart has promised to come by tomorrow to help dig the cars out.  Talbot County has come 
through several times to plow the street.  Thank you, Talbot County. 
 
The Board of Governors has a full agenda for the coming year.  Again, the major investment will be in Erosion 
Prevention.  We have made great progress in saving our shoreline at the picnic area and along the access road to 
the community dock.  This is an ever challenging undertaking, but we have at least arrested the decay.  These 
projects will continue for some years until the entire dock access road and the point of land at the dock has been 

fully protected. 

 
I have heard from several members concerning the poor telephone service we receive from Verizon.  Static on the 
line, poor and slow internet connection and periods of time without a dial tone seem to be the biggest complaints.  
Telephone repair personnel have told us that the junction boxes and splices are old and need to be replaced and 
some of the cables on the telephone poles have holes that allow moisture to get in.  We are trying to put together 
a history of complaints to present to Verizon and/or the Maryland Public Utility Commission.  If you have bad 

telephone experiences I would appreciate you’re sharing them with me.  Email your complaints and concerns to 
riovistamd@riovistacom.org. 
 
The Board is studying improvements that can be made to the community dock that will improve the user 
experience as well as extend the life of the facility.  There was a major investment last year to replace the screw 
piles with wood piling and that seems to be well received by the boaters. 

 
Also, now would be a good time to mark your calendar for the upcoming Annual Community meeting.  The 
meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 11, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Free Ice Cream. 

 
If you have not shared your email address with us yet, please do so.  We use your email to send the Nav-Light 
and to advise of any significant events within the community.  We also use the email to alert every one of any 
security occurrences that you should be aware of.  Your email is treated in confidence and is not shared with 

anyone.  Sending the Nav-Light by email saves a lot of money spent on postage, and the Nav-Light looks so 
much better in color. 
 

 

As a reminder: 

Open fires, such as yard debris burning, are not permitted within Rio Vista at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jack Davis 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK…………. 
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KEN & ARDY BRIDGES 

by 

 

Ken Bridges 
 

 
 
On January 12, 1988 at roughly 10 P.M., the coldest 
day of the year, the moving van departed from 1020 
Riverview Terrace after a long days move from 
Marwood Rd., Towson, MD.  After long anticipation 

we shut the doors and turned up heat. “We were 
home.” 
 
Ardy was a native of Towson, a graduate of Towson 
High School and later of Salisbury University.  She 
and Ken’s sister, Debbie, were college roommates 
and she would occasionally come home with Debbie 

for weekends.  Ardy was May Queen at Salisbury 
during her senior year which prompted Ken to 
describe her as “my sister’s cute little roommate”.  
After graduation she returned to Towson and began 
her career in education. 
 
Ken is a native son of St. Michaels.  He was born into 

a farming family in St. Michaels and spent his entire 
boyhood living on Deep Water Point Farm.  This land 
tract now occupies most of Martingham Resort 
including the Golf Course.  He graduated from St. 
Michaels High School, “drifted” for a year and 
enrolled at Salisbury University.  After two years at 

Salisbury he enlisted in the Coast Guard, spending a 
couple of years on a small search and rescue cutter 

in the North Atlantic and later to Baltimore again 
search and rescue and port security duty. 
 
 
 

 

 
   

During this period Ken & Ardy became re-
acquainted and became Mr.& Mrs. Ken Bridges in 
1956.  Soon after, following his discharge, they 

returned to Salisbury, Ardy as a teacher, Ken as a 

returning student to Salisbury U.  After receiving 
his degree they returned to Towson with two very 
young daughters.  Ardy became a full-time 
Mother/Homemaker while Ken launched into his 
new career: education.  He was a classroom 
teacher for seven years and then was assigned to 

the Transportation Department.  His final five 
years were spent as Director of Transportation - 
supervising the Baltimore County School  Bus Fleet 
numbering 650, which transported upwards to 
100,000 students daily and traveled about 
10,000,000 miles a year.  After the daughters 
reached school age Ardy returned to teaching, this 

time working with learning disabled children.  They 
retired in 1987. 
 

Being retired at ages 55 with lots of time, 
volunteerism was the obvious choice.  They 
started at St. Luke’s U.M.C., Ken’s family Church 

and then on to various Boards and Committees in 
the St. Michaels area; i.e. Rio Vista Community 
Association, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, 
St.  Michaels Museum, Christmas in St. Michaels 
and St. Michaels High School Alumni Association.  
Ken served on the board of The Association of 
School  Business Officials and was later inducted 

into the MD Senior Citizens Hall of Fame. 
 
Being avid boaters they are in an ideal location.  
Ken’s dad gave him his first boat at age 13, a 13 
ft. open boat with a very small engine.  Since then 

there has always been a boat in their lives, 
culminating in a 34 ft. trawler on which they 

cruised the East Coast as far south as Key West 
and the Dry Tortugas.  We are now “armchair 
boaters” enjoying the memories and also enjoying 
the lives of our daughters and their families.  “Life 
is good!’ 
 

 
       
 

 THANK YOU 

 
 

FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
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Furnace Town: A Ghost Town with a Future 

By Dick Cooper 

 
The ground is still damp from a late summer’s night 
rain as I walk under the canopy of 100-foot-tall trees. 
The sun cuts through the moist air casting beams of 
light on balled-up pine needles that were caught in 

torrents rushing down to an old streambed. 
Swallowtails flit from flower to flower and a nosey little 
skink stops dead in his tracks and turns his head to 
look up at me. Sensing possible danger, he darts off in 
the shadows disappearing as quickly as he arrived. 
 
It is a quiet morning in the Pocomoke Forest north of 

Snow Hill in Worcester County. A whiff of wood smoke 
from the nearby blacksmith’s forge and the rhythmic 
clang of his hammer on red-hot iron are reminders that 

175 years ago this peaceful valley was a thundering, 
fire-belching industrial complex that devoured 
everything around it, shrouding the region in thick 
smoke nine months a year. Its glow could be seen for 

miles haunting the night sky. 

 
Welcome to Furnace Town, the outdoor museum 
dedicated to the history of the Nassawango Iron 
Furnace and its brief but important impact on the 
southern DelMarVa. The museum located off Route 12 
between Salisbury and Snow Hill is comprised of a 

collection of historic buildings that have been moved to 
the site over the years. It creates a village showcasing 
the arts and crafts and everyday life in the first half of 
the 19th Century. The blacksmith’s shop, the 
woodworkers shop, the weaver, the spinner and the 

gardener and even the broom maker all have their 
special places. Over the last 30 years, Furnace Town 

has developed into a destination for history buffs and is 
the venue for several major annual events in Southern 
Worcester County.  
 
“The attendance throughout the year, and that includes 
a lot of school field trips, is about 14,000 people,” says 
Lisa Challenger, Worcester County’s director of tourism. 

“The big event each year is the Chesapeake Celtic 
Festival which draws thousands for the weekend in 
October. Their public archeology digs are also very 
popular.”   
 

But at the heart of Furnace Town is the Furnace, the 

thick and heavy tower of brick and stone that rises up 
three stories from the valley floor. It is capped by a 
maze of piping that could have survived the worst of 

Dante’s imagination. It is the sole surviving structure 
from the early days of the industrial revolution on the 
Eastern Shore. When I first saw it in the middle of the 
woods off a winding narrow country road, my 

immediate reaction was, “How did that get here?” 
 
Turns out it was a simple case of demand-and-supply. 
The young nation was growing exponentially, as was 
demand for more and more iron to build cities, bridges 
and railroads. The ancient cypress swamps and forests 

drained by the Nassawango Creek and the Pocomoke 
River had the supply.  
 
For thousands of years, men made iron tools and 
weapons from nodules of naturally occurring iron 

known as “bog ore” found in swamps and bogs. As the 
technology spread from the Near East into Europe well 

before the Roman Empire, iron workers found similar 
nodules where ever they found similar combinations of 
woods and soggy ground.  In the 1780s, iron 
prospectors found bog ore north of Snow Hill. 
 
 “A Philadelphia businessman, Joseph Widener, 
learned about deposits of bog iron along Nassawango 

Creek in Maryland. So, in 1788, he bought land along 
the Creek and built a smelter,” Professor John H. 
Lienhart wrote for the University of Houston. “He hired 
Irish immigrants and freed slaves. He built Furnace 
Town in the wet forest. At its center a great stone 
cupola rose among windowless huts. Lines of diggers 

took ore from under a foot of swamp water.” 
 
Then in 1828, the Maryland Iron Company was 
founded, an ironmaster was hired and the hands-on 
process of building a modern iron furnace began in 
earnest. Using hand tools – picks shoves and axes – 
hundreds of men dug a large mill pond and diverted 

the Nassawango Creek. They built the massive 
furnace, a race-way to run a waterwheel to power a 
large bellows to force air into the furnace. Then they 
dug a mile-long canal from the furnace to the 
navigable waters of the creek. Finally, a charging 
ramp, a long and sturdy inclined platform was built to 
the top of the furnace. 

 
And then the hard work began. Teams of bogmen 

sloshed through the swamps and wetlands probing for 
bog ore with long rods and then dug them out of the 
muck. Woodsmen fanned out, usually alone, to chop 
down trees and turn them into charcoal. Boats 

brought loads of oyster and clam shells up the 
Pocomoke River from the Chesapeake Bay. Teams of 
horses and wagons brought the bog ore and charcoal 
to warehouses at the furnace. Once the critical mass 
was assembled, the dirty, smelly, dangerous work 
really got started.  Layers of charcoal,  
 

See Furnace Town 
      on page 5 
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  Furnace Town 
 Cont. from page 4 
 

 
 

bog ore and shell were poured into the top of the 
furnace from carts pushed up the charging ramp. 

Once the furnace was lit, the process was repeated, 
every two hours around the clock from spring 
through fall, non-stop. At the base of the furnace, 
the liquid iron was channeled into a large depression 
on the casing room floor called the “sow” and then it 
ran into smaller depression called “piglets.” When 
they cooled, the smaller ferrous ingots, now called 

“pig-iron,” were loaded on waiting barges and sent 
down the canal to be shipped off to foundries in 
Baltimore or Philadelphia to be turned into finished 
products for demanding consumers. The impurities 
from the ore were trapped by the shell and discarded 
into the swamp. Professor Lienhart writes that all did 

not go well in the first years of the big-scale 
operation. 
 
“It's been said that there's nothing like success to 
guarantee failure. So it was with Furnace Town. By 
now the town was a great rumor mill feeding the 
world outside the forest. Iron users in the settled 

coastal towns told about wild nights in Furnace 
Town, about gambling dens and murder.” The 
owners went bankrupt.  
 
In the mid-1830s, new management installed the 
distinctive piping at the top of the furnace turning it 
into a new, high-tech blast furnace. At its peak, 

Furnace Town produced about 700 tons of pig-iron a 
year.  

 
Furnace Town was a true American “boom town” 
even though that phrase wouldn’t be coined until 
long after it had become a ghost town. The furnace 

went cold in 1850. The hundreds of workers left and 
nature slowly reclaimed the deeply scared land. The 
air began to clear, trees again pushed against the 
sky and the swamps filled with the songs of 
warblers. Furnace Town was all but forgotten. 
 
In 1962, the last private owners of the 12 acres that 

included the furnace donated them to the Worcester 
County Historical Society. Several other historic  
 

furnaces and forges, some dating back to Colonial 
days, had been preserved in New Jersey and 

Pennsylvania, but Furnace Town had the distinction of 
being the only iron furnace ever built on the Eastern 

Shore. Over the next 15 years, volunteers cut back 
the century’s worth of overgrowth and worked to 
patch and repair the furnace, according to a time line 
on the Furnace Town website, furnacetown.com. It 

has been an integral part of Worcester County’s rural 
small-town charm ever since.  
 
 The Nature Conservancy’s 10,000-acre Nassawango 
Creek Preserve adjoins Furnace Town and features a 
mile-long trail into the swamp that follows along 
remnants of the old canal’s tow path. The area is 

considered by naturalist to have a habitat similar to 
the Great Dismal Swamp in Virginia and it is a 
favorite with local birders and wildlife photographers.   

 
 

On this pleasant day as I walk around the complex 

children from a day camp are being treated to 

demonstrations by craftsmen and educators. A small 
group of them are sitting attentively in the dark 
shadows as a blacksmith turns a rod of iron in to an 
intricate, twisted coat hook. Outside, an archeologist 
tries to keep 10-year-old boys amused by sifting dirt 
from the foundation of a long decayed building into a 
sieve suspended on a tripod. 

 
“I found a nail,” one of the boys squeals in delight 
holding it for his pals to see. In that moment, the 
ghosts of Furnace Town come alive. 
 
Dick Cooper is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist. He 

and his wife, Pat, sail and live in our community of  
Rio Vista, St. Michaels, Maryland. 

 
         May the luck of the Irish be with you! 

 
 

Wishes from the Rio Vista Board 
& 

Committees 
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Old Man’s Wishes 
 

Doug Smith is on his deathbed and knows the end is 
near. His nurse, his wife, his daughter and 2 sons, 
are with him.  
He asks for 2 witnesses to be present and a 
camcorder be in place to record his last wishes, and 
when all is ready he begins to speak: 
 

"My son, Bernie, I want you to take the Mayfair 
houses." 
"My daughter Sybil, you take the apartments over in 
the east end." 

"My son, Jamie, I want you to take the offices over 
in the City Centre. 

"Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the residential  
  buildings on the banks of the river." 
 
The nurse and witnesses are blown away as they did 
not realize his extensive holdings, and as Doug slips 
away, the nurse says, "Mrs. Smith, your husband 
must have been such a hard-working man to have 

accumulated all this property".  Sarah replies, 
"Property? .... the old buggar had a paper route!"  

 
 

Across the Bay 10k 
 

The Across the Bay 10k is the 5th largest 10k in the 
country and is one of the most exciting mid-distance 
events anywhere. 4.35 miles of the 10K course 
takes place over water, on the Chesapeake Bay 

Bridge, near Annapolis, Maryland. The event lasts all 
weekend and will again include a 10k for individuals 
10yrs. or older, a kid’s fun run during the race expo 
at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium for those 
12yrs. and younger and a live concert on race 
morning at the finish line in Queen Anne’s County 
that is free and open to all. Race day for the 10k is 

November 6th, 2016. Register today at 
www.bridgerace.com! 

 
 

 

 
 

“Thank you” to Larry Poore of the Poorehouse for his 
support of Rio Vista Community! They have expanded 
with an office in Easton. 

 

 
New Threat to the Intersection Rts. 33 & 322 

 
While the Comp Plan is now in the capable hands 

of the Planning Commission, to be returned to the 
County Council probably in the next month or so, a 
new threat to the intersection of  Rts. 33 and 
322 is on the horizon. 

 
Annexation of a parcel just west of the Target 
Shopping Center, including Orion and the old ribbon 

factory, is being considered by the Town of 
Easton.  Key is the zoning, currently “limited 
industrial.”  This zoning does not produce much 
traffic.  However, should the Town annex the 
property and zone it “commercial”, then it could 
include more of the same kinds of stores that are 

currently in the Target Shopping Center. 

  
TRAFFIC CONGESTION IS THE ISSUE!  This 
intersection is already impossible, and BJ’s and Harris 
Teeter have not yet opened, and Easton Village 
across the street is even half built out.  We cannot 
allow more traffic at a failing  intersection that 

CANNOT BE WIDENED! 
 

Please watch for future meetings! 
 

For further information: 
bollman@goeaston.net 

 

 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 
 
 

mailto:bollman@goeaston.net
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Christ Church 

REV. Mark Nestlehutt 
(410) 745 – 90 

info@christsmichaels.org 
 WEEKLY 
 Sunday Readings Bible Discussion Group  
 Tuesdays from 8-9 a.m.@Blue Heron Coffee (W. Chestnut St.) 
 Wednesday Book Discussion Group 
 Wednesdays, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
 Christianity: The First Three Thousand Year 
 Thursdays, 9-10 a.m.  
 AA Meetings 
 Thursdays, 8 PM 
 
 DATES 
 February 9th,  

     5 PM Pancake Supper 
 February 10th,  
      8 AM, 12 PM & 7 PM  Ash Wednesday Liturgy &  
                                           Imposition of Ashes 
 February 14th,  

      10:15 AM   Boy Scouts Sunday 
      5 PM   Evensong followed by Annual Dinner & Meeting 
 February, 15th 

      9 AM  St. Michaels Art League Meeting 
      6 PM  Covenant Churches Lenten Program  
 February 22nd 

      7 PM  Popcorn Theology 
 February 23rd 

      6 PM  Covenant Churches Lenten Program February 28th 

      5 PM  Empty Bowls at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Easton 
 February 29th 

      7 PM  Popcorn Theology 
  March 1st 

      6 PM  Covenant Churches Lenten Program at Christ Church 
  March 2nd 

      12:10 PM  Healing Service 
  March 5th 

      6:30 PM  ‘Sing-A-Long’ Haiti Fundraiser 
  March 6th 

      5 PM  Evensong 

 March 7th 

      9 AM  Icon Workshop (Monday – Friday) 
 9:30 AM  Caregiver Meeting 
      7 PM  Popcorn Theology 
 March 8th 

     6 PM  Covenant Churches Lenten Program 
 March, 14th 

     7 PM  Popcorn Theology 
 March 15th 

     6 PM  Covenant Church Lenten Program 
 Palm Sunday, March 20th 

     8 AM & 10:15 AM  Holy Eucharist 
                                              & Distribution of Palms 
 March 21st 

     9 AM  St. Michaels Art League Meeting 
     5 PM  Christmas in St. Michaels Meeting 
 March 8th 

     6 PM  Covenant Churches Lenten Program 
March, 14th 

     7 PM  Popcorn Theology 

March 15th 

     6 PM  Covenant Church Lenten Program 
 Palm Sunday, March 20th 

     8 AM & 10:15 AM  Holy Eucharist & Distribution 
                                                 of Palms 
March 21st 

     9 AM  St. Michaels Art League Meeting 
     5 PM  Christmas in St. Michaels Meeting 
March 24th 

     6 PM  Agape Meal 
     7 PM  Maundy Thursday Liturgy with Foot-
Washing  
              (The Rt. Rev. Henry N. Parsley,  
                 Bishop Provisional presiding)  
      8 PM  Night Watch Begin 
March 25th 

     12 PM  Good Friday Liturgy 
       5 PM  Stations of the Cross 
March 26 

       8 PM  The Great Easter Vigil & First Eucharist  
                                          of Easter 
Easter Sunday, March 27th 

       6 AM Easter Sunrise Service at CBMM) 
       8 AM, 9:30 AM & 11 AM  Holy Eucharist 
                  10:30 AM  Easter Egg Hunt 
 April 3rd 

       9 AM  One Service  
  10:30 AM All Parish Breakfast 
       5 PM  Evensong 
 April 4th 

       9 AM  Drop off for Rummage Sale 

                              (Monday – Wednesday) 
       9:30 AM  Caregivers Meeting 
 April 8th 

       7 AM – 2 PM  Rummage Sale 
April 9th 

       8 AM – 12 PM  Rummage Sale 
April 17th 

      8 AM & 10:15 AM  Bishop’s Annual Visitation  
          with Confirmation at the 10:15 AM service 

April 18
th 

       9 AM  St. Michaels Art League Meeting 
       5 PM  Christmas in St. Michaels Meeting, May 
May 2

nd 

       9:30 AM  Caregivers Meeting 
       6 PM  St. Andrew’s Society of the Eastern Shore 
                                Potluck Dinner   

 
             St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
                                  Rev. Marty Wiley 
                                   (410) 745-2534 
                       stlukeschurch@verizon.net 

 
                St. Michael’s Mission Church  
                   Rev. James Nash, Pastor 
         Rev. Glenn M. Evers, Associate Paster 
                        (410) 822-2344 
                     www.ssppeaston.org   

 
             Union United Methodist Church 
              Rev. Dr. William T. Wallace, Sr. 
                        (410) 745-2784 
                      uumc@atlanticbb.net 
February 14th 
       3:30 p.m Annual Men's Day 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

mailto:stlukeschurch@verizon.net
mailto:stlukeschurch@verizon.net
http://www.ssppeaston.org/
http://www.ssppeaston.org/
mailto:uumc@atlanticbb.net
mailto:uumc@atlanticbb.net
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Board of Governors 

President Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Vice-President/Legal Liaison Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118  

Secretary Jan Burke   (410) 745-9768 

Treasurer  Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Erosion Control Jack Davis   (410) 745-2461 

Architectural Review Barry Burke (410) 745-3885 

Nav-Light  Charles Rogers (818) 207-0007  

Finance Sharri Foy (401) 745-8622 

Landscape Hunter Plog (410) 745-5492 

E-mail Rio Vista Association riovistamd@riovistacom.org 

Committees 

Architectural 

E-mail 

Barry Burke 

 (architectural@riovistacom.org) 
(410) 745-3885 

 
Doug Gibson (410) 745-9487 

 
Patrick Kennedy (410) 745-2800 

Communications Charles Rogers (818) 207-2007 

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

Community Events Ann Davis (410) 745-2461 

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

Dock Hunter Plog (410) 745-5492 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

 
  

 Document Review Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

 Erosion Control Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

 
Bernie Grove (410) 745-6154 

  Roy Droege (410) 745-6572 

Finance Sharri Foy (401) 745-8622 

Landscape Hunter Plog (410) 745-5492 

   

Neighborhood Watch Charles Rogers (818) 207-2007 

 

Hunter Plog 

 

(410) 745-5492 

 

 
Jan Burke (410) 745-9768 

Web Masters Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

 
Dick Cooper (410) 745-5233 
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