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                                        Short-Term Rentals 
                                                      by 

                                                               Monica Otte 

 

 

The RVCA Board continued to follow developments with the growth of short-term vacation rentals (STRs) 

     in Talbot County.   

 

After gathering extensive public comment, the County Council in August adopted new rules to streamline  

STR permit application process.   Importantly, the Council kept in place the maximum occupancy limit for 

     STRs, which helps prevent STRs from being used as “party houses.” 

 

Rio Vista’s governing documents, the Deed and Agreement and By-Laws, contain important rules to 

maintain our great quality of life, and Rio Vista does not permit property owners or tenants to rent their 

properties to week-end or other short-term vacationers. Our neighbors in Bentley Hay don’t have a 

similar restriction.  In 2020 two property owners on Riverview Terrace in Bentley Hay applied for STR  

permits.  One of the homes had been purchased by a real estate company solely for the purpose of  

renting it as a STR.  Despite letters and emails from over 50 Bentley Hay residents opposing the  

applications, the owners of both properties were issued STR permits in August. 
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Rio Vista Street Names – Check this out! 
By 

Judy Sandground 
 

Have you ever wondered about the names of the streets in Rio Vista? 
Probably not – it’s not something we would normally consider unless 
we had been quarantined for months! 

 
Rio Vista (which means view of the river) was conceived and 
developed by Theodore and Myrtle Fletcher in the early 1950’s when 
they acquired 165 acres of land along the Miles River. They divided 
the land into lots and other parcels, laid out the streets and roads, 
named them and, through a real estate company, offered the lots 
and parcels for sale.  

 

Most of the streets are named for early U.S. Presidents. Curiosity led 
  
Rio Vista Street Names 
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Hi All!   

 

Well, it looks as though we are in for a rough winter dealing with the COVID virus.  Talbot county 

seems to have been somewhat spared when comparing results with the rest of Maryland as well as 

the entire country.  However, our tourism economy has suffered tremendously.  It may take years 

to recover to a pre-COVID level of business.  Many of our friends and neighbors are hurting.  

Please keep them in mind and offer help if you can. 

 

Also, keep our essential workers in your thoughts.  First responders, nurses, doctors, postal 

workers, trash service, newspaper carriers, the folks who deliver our take-out orders, grocery 

check-out clerks and many others.  They have all made it easier for me to get through this crisis.  

Essential?  You bet.  I did not fully appreciate their hard work and sometimes sacrifice until now.  

Rio Vista, as a community, is in good shape financially as well as remaining a great place to be.  I 

feel very lucky to live here and hope you do too. I have some new neighbors that usually I only see 

during the summer months.  They are welcome and make our community a better place. 

 

The Board continues to work on our behalf although in person meetings have been few.  Several 

ongoing projects are continuing to progress, somewhat more slowly though.  Now that County 

Offices are open; we have re-established communication.  You may have noticed the mosquito 

spray program started very late this year due to the spray service not getting permission to start 

until August.  We plan to continue this program next year. 

 

I have written an annual report that is included in this issue of the Nav-Light. There will not be an 

annual meeting until conditions become safer.  Current Board members whose terms are expiring 

will be asked to continue on until there is a proper meeting scheduled. 

 

If you have to spend time away from work, with your families, I can’t think of a more pleasant 

place than Rio Vista.  Stay safe!  Stay healthy! 

 

We are in the process of reviewing/updating the Nav-Light email list.  If you are not receiving the 

Nav-Light by email, please send us your contact information.  The Nav-Light looks so much better 

in color. 

 
Jack Davis 

 

 

 
 

 

As a reminder, open fires, such as yard debris burning, are not permitted within Rio Vista at any time. 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK………      
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Well the boating year is coming to an end.  Let’s hope 
next year is not one fraught with this pandemic.  GO 
AWAY COVID-19!!  This year despite COVID we rented  
77% of our slips.  Thanks for supporting the Rio Vista 
Community. 

 
This year has been pretty crazy for our family.  We 
spent most of the summer entertaining our children and 
their friends tubing on the water.  Fishing was only a 
second thought.  In the middle of the season my 18-foot 
Jon boat thought it was a submarine.  Word to the wise 

do not to pull a water-logged boat out of the water until 
the mechanic is ready.  Thanks Miles River Marine for 
saving the engine on the “scat boat”.  Crabbing at the 

end of the year is the best on the Miles River.  We were 
able to put away 3 pounds of meat.  I can’t wait to make 
crab imperial on top of a venison steak, yum! 
 

Just to let the slip renter know pull out date for the 
boats is November 15th.  Please remove all hardware, 
 
Dock Master' Report 
Continued on Page 5 
 

 
 

 
The community’s financial condition continues to be 
good.  There are no outstanding liabilities at this time.  

Annual fee collections have been better than expected 
considering the current fiscal climate of the country.  
This has allowed us to meet all financial obligations in a 

timely manner.  One bright spot was rental of the slips 
at the community dock.  All but two were rented this 
season.  Planned expenditures for erosion prevention 
and for the mosquito program were under budget, but 
anticipated future requirements are expected to 
increase. 
 

Climate change has greatly affected our erosion 
prevention plans as the tide levels continue to increase.  
High water conditions have been occurring more often 
than in past years.  Living shoreline plans at the 
community dock and the picnic ground are still being 

considered.  The cost to install living shorelines is 

prohibitive and the regulatory hurdles are substantial.  
We will persevere! 
 
Annual fee invoices will be mailed in November.  The fee 
is due to be paid by December 31.  We appreciate the 
majority of members who submit payment by the due 
date.  It allows the Board to plan more efficiently and to 

accurately determine which projects can be safely 
funded. 
 
The current $50.00 Annual Fee has been in place for 
over 10 years.  There are no plans to change the fee at 
this time. 

 DOCK MASTER’S HELM   
The Board of Governors for the Rio Vista 
Community Association (RVCA) encourages 
property owners in Rio Vista to improve their 
homes and their pr 

 
The Board of Governors for the Rio Vista Community 
Association (RVCA) encourages property owners in 
Rio Vista to improve their homes and their 
properties to maintain and improve the property 
values in the community.  Therefore, a simple one-
page form (called a CARF) is provided to obtain 

approval BEFORE county permitting is requested. 
 
As always, we appreciate your support of this 
process, and should you have suggestions and 
feedback for improvement, please contact the 
Architectural Committee at: 
architectural@riovistacom.org  

 
Additional forms may be found at  
http://www.riovistacom.org/homeowner-
support/architectural 
 
A handy flow chart is available online that can help 

determine if you need to submit the Construction 
and Architectural Review Form (CARF) for RVCA 
approval. 
 

1. If you are planning to add a shed to your 
yard (and you are not on the water), a 25’ 
setback from the front and rear are required 

by Talbot County, unless the shed is 300 
square feet or less.  If the shed is less than 

300 square feet, then a 12.5’ setback from 
the rear property line is allowed; 
 

2. If you plan on painting the exterior of your 
house OR putting on a new roof, a CARF 

application is required only if you are 
changing the color; 
 

3. If you are updating your fence (e.g. from 
wood to vinyl) and it is not the same 
material or style, a CARF application is 

required. Also, all fencing should only be 
installed, after a permit is obtained from 
Talbot County AND a staked survey is 
completed; 

 
4. Architectural Committee asks that when 

planning an exterior improvement, that 

neighbors are briefed on the project so they 
can understand its scope as well as what to 
expect in terms of contractors coming and 
going. 
 

And a friendly reminder that you should get your 
home improvement project approved by submitting 

a CARF first, then if applicable, you or your 
contractor should obtain a Talbot County Building 
Permit. 

 
See Architectural Report 
Continues on Page 4 

 
 

 

 

 

TREASURER REPORT 

ARCHITECTURAL REPORT  
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.                           
While we’re talking about migrations, the swans are 
coming!  
 

Keep an ear to the sky in the coming days. Tundra 
Swans normally arrive along the Miles River during 
the second week of November. I purposely mention 
listening for them, because you’re more likely to 

hear the Tundra Swans before you see them. The 
swans’ white colors hide them against the daytime 
sky, and so they can be difficult to spot, especially 
since we’re so used to seeing dark geese and ducks 
in the sky. The first flocks of swans might pass by 
high in the sky in route to locations farther south, 

but eventually three or four clan groups will arrive 
here, and approximately 200 swans spend the entire 
winter along the Miles River. Last year, arrival day 
was November 11th. Stay tuned! - Scotty Bruce  

 
 

                                     
To our faithful dog walking neighbors, THANK YOU for 

being so good about picking up after your pets! While 
we may never achieve a 100% Poop-free Zone, let’s 
continue to work together toward that goal, so the 
picnickers and walkers and the grass-cutters can keep 
the bottoms of their shoes clean!!  

 
 
Architectural Report 

Continued from Page 3 

 

The following requests for Architectural approvals 
have been applied for and action taken: 
 

2020 
1023 Monroe Ave Fence Extension – approved 
1014 Riverview Ter Shed - approved 
1014 Riverview Ter Shed Modification– approved  
1114 Riverview Ter Roof Replacement-approved 
230 Madison Ave Pergola-approved 

506 Tenant Cir Fence replacement-approved 
1026 Riverview Ter Fence approved 
1205 Jefferson Ave Solar Panels (on roof) approved 
1107 Jefferson Ave Greenhouse – approved 
231 Madison Ave Paint exterior brick – approved 
1113 Jefferson Ave Paint front door – approved 

1014 Riverview Ter Deck and fencing – approved 

1114 Riverview Ter Porch and deck – approved 
1213-14 Wash. Dr Shed - approved 
 
2019 
1020 Riverview Ter Front Door Replacement - 

approved 
1103 Harrison Ave Fence – approved as submitted 

1112 Jefferson Ave Fence - approved as submitted 
1026 Riverview Ter Addition – approved as submitted 
1106 Riverview Ter Deck – approved as submitted 
1101 Riverview Ter Porch – approved as submitted 
601 Cove Rd Attached Garage-approved as 

submitted 

Please note:  If your improvements are not listed 

above, please contact Barry Burke @  
                 architectural@riovistacom.org 

 
 
 
 

 

    
                             410-745-3200  
          “Thank you” Larry Poore of the Poore House 

for your support of the Rio Vista Community!” 

 
 

                                
 

Where Do the Ospreys Go? 
Penelope’s Amazing 2700-mile Migration 

 
Let’s cut to the chase. Would you believe some 

Ospreys migrate to South America?! For years I 
assumed our Ospreys journeyed to the southeastern 
U.S. and along the Gulf of Mexico. While that is true, 
I was surprised to discover that some of our local 
Ospreys journey much, much farther than the 
southern United States. Over the past decade, 
researchers have been able to utilize tiny transmitters 

(less than 1oz) operated by solar power, and the 
amount of data available about migration routes and 

even local eating habits has skyrocketed. 
One September, a 3-month old female named 
“Penelope” left her fledgling home in Martha’s 
Vineyard and was tracked along a miraculous, 2700-

mile, 13-day migration to French Guiana. That’s right, 
South America - all alone, with no training from her 
parents. Penelope flew down the east coast through 
Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina for three days. 
She hung a left and flew southeast across open ocean 
winding through the Bahamas and the Dominican 
Republic for five days. Then one evening she flew all 

night and the next day over the Caribbean Sea to 
Venezuela. For a week she flew along coastal Guyana 
and Suriname and finally arrived in the rainforest 
rivers of French Guiana.  

Young Ospreys like Penelope may spend 18 months 
in their new winter home before making their first 
return migration north, thus skipping a migration 

season while they mature. It may take an additional 
year or two before they find a mate. The Osprey pair 
that nested on the platform near the Rio Vista picnic 
area showed all the signs of a young couple. They 
played house and slowly built a new nest on the 
empty platform, but they didn’t raise any young this 

season. They defended the nest from all intruders 
and spent many hours each day on the nest, so it’s 
likely they will return. Like bald eagles, Osprey pairs 
mate for life, migrate separately to different 
locations, then reunite at the same nest season after 
season. Think about that one for a second. Yes, it’s 

amazing!  

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:architectural@riovistacom.org
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Rio Vista Street Names 

Continued from Page 1 

me to check out the list of street names to see if 

there was a pattern to the Presidential names 
selected to be our streets and roads. Turns out 
Theodore and Myrtle selected our first eleven 

Presidents then skipped over four to include 
Abraham Lincoln and then five more to add Grover 
Cleveland. See below for a list of each President so 
honored and a few highlights of each. 
 
And of course, there are six other streets on the 

original Rio Vista plat which are not named for 
Presidents: Riverview Terrace, Tenant Circle, 
Landing Road and Cove Road. Riverview may have 
existed before the Rio Vista plat was filed and is 
descriptive of the land as are Landing and Cove. 
Tenant Circle is in a category all by itself – more 

about that in the next Nav-Light. 

 
After the original plat was drawn in 1954, two more 
sections were added: Cove View and Bush Terrace. 
I am still researching whether the choice of Bush 
was Presidential or there was a different reason. 
Stay tuned. 
 

Depending on your view there may be a connection 
between the length of the street and the historical 
accolades of the President. Madison is the longest 
followed by Lincoln, Washington, Jefferson, Adams 
and Monroe. Next are Tyler and Cleveland and the 
shortest are Jackson, Polk, Van Buren and Harrison. 

 

So, you can know more about the namesake of 
your street, here is the list of Presidents chosen by 
the Fletchers and a few of their “firsts”: 
 
George Washington 1789-1797 
*First president who wasn't part of  

  political party 
*First president to command a standing  
  field army while in office (during the  
  Whiskey Rebellion) 
John Adams 1797-1801  
 *First president to live in the White House 
 *First president to live to the age of 90 

Thomas Jefferson 1801-1809 
  *First president to have previously been a 

    governor 
  *First president to cite the doctrine of  
    executive privilege 
James Madison 1809-1817 

 *First president to have served in the United     
      States House of Representatives  
 *First president to issue a pocket veto 
James Monroe 1817-1825 
 *First president to have served in the United  
      States Senate 
 *First president to have a child marry at the White  

      House  
John Q Adams 1825-1829 
* First president to be the son of another president 
* First president to not win a majority of electoral  

      votes 
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andrew Jackson 1829-1837 
*First president to pay off the entire national debt 
*First president to be targeted by an assassin 

 Martin Van Buren 1837-1841 
*First president born after the Declaration of  
      Independence 
*First president to be a non-native speaker of  

      English 
William Henry Harrison 1841-1841 
*First president to die in office 
*First president elected as a Whig to the            
  Presidency 
John Tyler 1841-1845 

*First president to be born after the ratification of  
  the United States Constitution 
*First president to be expelled from his political party 
  while in office 
James Polk 1845-1849 

* First president to be under the age of 50 upon 
   entering office  

* First president to have served as speaker of the 
   House of Representatives 
   The Fletchers skipped Zachary Taylor, Millard 
   Fillmore, Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan 
Abraham Lincoln 1861-1865 
* First president to be assassinated 
* First president elected as a Republican to the  

   presidency  
   The Fletchers skipped Andrew Johnson, Ulysses 
   Grant, Rutherford Hayes, James Garfield, Chester  
   Arthur 
Grover Cleveland 1885-1889 
                             1893-1897 

 * First president to serve non-consecutive terms 
 * First president to veto more than 500 bills  
    including over 200 pocket vetoes 

 
And what about the Presidents listed above without 
actual streets? On the Rio Vista plat there are some 
streets that were named by Theodore and Myrtle but 

never became streets because Talbot County chose 
not to pave and maintain them. We call these paper 
roads (because they are only named on paper). 
These are Adams (between Washington and 
Jefferson), Calvert Avenue (between Tyler and 
Lincoln), Van Buren Street (between Jackson and 
Harrison) and the longer part of Monroe Street 

(between Jefferson and Jackson). If you know your 

presidents, you know that Calvert was not a 
president and congratulations! You have been paying 
attention. There will be more about Calvert in the 
next Nav-Light. 
 

 
Dock Master' Report 
Continued from Page 3 

 
ropes and poles.  Spencer’s Creek does freeze over 
during the winter.  I would like to remind all RVC 
residents that if you come down to the marina please 
park with your vehicle facing the Mile River.  This will 
allow the most vehicles to park.   
 

 Thanks everyone for supporting our community.    
     Hunter 
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     Celebrate Christmas in St. Michaels 

 

Christmas in St. Michaels is re-focusing its 34th 

year of fundraising festivities into a virtual event 
beginning this fall, with online activities and holiday-

themed packages to embrace the Christmas spirit 
while raising funds for Bay Hundred non-profit 
organizations.  More than 25 family services, 
education and child development, and community 

enhancement organizations depend on Christmas in 
St. Michaels funds to support their programs.  
 
A Christmas in St. Michaels Online Raffle kicked off 
on Oct. 15, with a drawing to be held Nov. 15. An 
Online Silent Auction will take place beginning Nov. 

27 and continue through Dec. 8, with a preview of 
the auction items Nov. 20 – 26. Complete details 
about this year’s Christmas in St. Michaels can be 
found at auction items Nov. 20 – 26. 

 
Gift certificates for a three-course champagne toast 
dinner at the Inn at Perry Cabin are available for 
purchase and valid Dec. 1 – Dec. 30. The Online 
Marketplace offers unique holiday gifts.  Children’s 

favorites like Breakfast with Santa and Santa’s 
Favorite Cookies are for sale as kits online. Adults 
can buy “Cheers to a New Year!” wine and hors 

d’oeuvres packages, and “Spirits with Saint Nick” 

whiskey and dessert packages, both for local pick-up.  
Union United Methodist Church will offer carryout 

holiday dinners for sale. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

     This year’s Christmas in St. Michaels Collector’s 

     Ornament features an osprey, adapted from an  

     original drawing by local artist and graphic  

     designer Scott Sullivan. The Limited-Edition  

     Ornament is packaged in a keepsake box and  

     available for purchase at select area stores and  

     online. Available for free is the “Light Up the Night”   

     drive-by house tour.   
 
     Complete details about this year’s Christmas in  
     St. Michaels can be found at:  
          www.christmasinstmichaels.org 

            

                                                                         
 

 

 
                
               

                              

 

 

 

 

 

Rio Vista’s Realtor Review 

                                    
SOLD                                      Price 

510 Tennant Circle                    $460,000   
1107 Harrison Avenue             $385,000 

210 Tyler Avenue                       $262,000 
103 Madison Avenue                  $270,000 
CURRENTLY ACTIVE 
1221 Washington Drive           $379,000 
306 Cove View    #7B                 $499,000 
208 Lincoln Avenue                    $199.000                  
1221 Washington Dr                   $379,900   
PENDING  
1107 Harrison Ave                      $369,000 
RENTED 
110 Bush Terrace Drive               $1500/Month 
1107 Jackson Avenue           $1450/Month 

 
Our market remains very busy with low interest 
rates and with many buyers wanting to move to the 

Eastern Shore. We still have extremely low 
inventory, so now is a great time to sell your 

property. Many agents are receiving multiple offers 
and properties selling at times above the listed price. 
Fall/winter is still a great time to sell your home. 
Realtors are making sure to follow safety measures 
with masks, gloves and hand sanitizer when showing 
properties. 
 

Provided Courtesy of: Our Resident Realtors 

Laura Anderson      Coldwell Banker 
Gloria Bee Costa     Keller Williams Select Realtors 

 

 

 

 
 

                Important Library 

                               & 

              Community Resources 

 

                    Library Hours 

Monday and Thursday:           10 a.m. – Noon 

        Mid-day: (Closed)            Noon  - 3 p.m.   

        Reopens:                       3 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday   9 a.m. – Noon 

        Mid-day: (Closed)             Noon  - 2 p.m. 

         Reopens:                       2  p.m.– 5 p.m. 

                                     

At this time, the library is closed on Saturdays.

 

                             
          CBMM and the Museum Store 

                 are open year-round.  

November – April, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Rio Vista Board and Committees 

wish all the RV residents Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah and Happy Holidays! 
 

         
 

                               

http://www.christmasinstmichaels.org/
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Christ Church 
Rev. Steven E. Mosher 

                            (410) 745-9076 
                     info@christstmichaels.org 
 
During the summer, we were thrilled to be able to 
worship outdoors on the front lawn on Sundays at 9:30 

AM. Now that cooler weather is upon us. we have moved 
our worship services to inside the church. We continue 
to adhere to strict guidelines by wearing masks, social 
distancing, and registering for contact tracing. Services 
remain at 9:30 am, however we suggest you arrive early 
as seating is very limited. 
 

                    Worship Opportunities: 

 
Sundays at 9:30 AM (Holy Eucharist) 
 
Wednesdays at 12:00 PM  
          Holy Eucharist & Litany of Healing) 
 

On Wednesday, November 25th we will offer a  
         Thanksgiving Service at 12 PM.  
 
Christmas Eve/Day services will be offered.  
       Please call the church office at 410-745-9076 
       for more details. 
 

AA recovery meetings are being held on Thursday 

evening meetings at 6 PM. COVID restrictions apply 
(masks, social distancing, etc.)  
 
St. Michaels Food Pantry continues its operations on 
Monday mornings (9 AM - 11 AM) and Thursday 
afternoons (1 PM - 3 PM). 

Peace 
Fr. Steve 
 

 
 

Union United Methodist Church 

Rev. Dr. William T. Wallace, Sr. 
(410) 745-4030 

http://unionstmichaels.jigsy.com 

 
 

 
 

CORONAVIRUS PROTOCOLS FOR SENIOR 

CENTERS IN MARYLAND 

The Secretary for the  Department of Aging has 

closed all senior centers in the state of Maryland 

until further notice due to the coronavirus 

outbreak. 

 

 

St. Michaels Mission Church 
Rev. James Nash, Pastor 

Rev. Michael Angeloni 
Rev. Oscar 

(410) 822-2344 
               https://www.ssppeaston.org/ 
 Public Mass and Confession have resumed. Social 
distancing and masks are required. 
               Wednesday 12:00 Noon 
               Saturday      5:30 pm 
               Sunday      10:30 am 

* Steps to take for on-line services 

 
1. Go to www.ssppeaston.org. 
2. Scroll down to “Parish news” 
3. Click on view all News” 
 

ST. Vincent de Paul’s Thrift Shop is open 

                     Thursday 1 - 4 pm 
                      Saturday 1 - 4 pm  
                       (410) 770-4505 

 
 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
Pastor Mary Wiley 
(410) 745 – 2534 

http://www.stlukes-umc.org/ 
 

Presently, there are Sunday Worship Services 8:30 am 
in the Hall and 10:00 am in the Sanctuary.  

 
 

                                 
             St. Michaels Community Center 
 103 Railroad Avenue St. Michaels, MD 21663      
                           (410) 745-6073 
 trish@stmichaelscc.org 

http://www.stmichaelscc.org 
 
COVID-19 Hours for food support only: 
Mondays, 5-7pm; Wednesdays 3-5pm, Fridays 11-3pm 

| 
Click below for SMCC’s updates regarding operations 

during the COVID-19 pandemic:  
 
http://www.stmichaelscc.org/news/category/co

vid-19-response  
 
Please help where you can. Drop a friendly note to a 
neighbor, leave flowers on a senior’s front porch, check 

to see if anyone needs groceries or a prescription pick-
up, there are lots of things we can do if we use safety 
precautions. It could mean the world to someone 
isolated or unable to leave their homes. Helping does a 
lot for you too! 
 
Only staff and select volunteers will be allowed to 

enter the premises. All others will interact at 
front or back door or by phone.   
 

 

 

DATES/EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

mailto:info@christstmichaels.org
http://unionstmichaels.jigsy.com/
http://unionstmichaels.jigsy.com/
http://www.stlukes-umc.org/
mailto:trish@stmichaelscc.org
http://www.stmichaelscc.org/
tel:4107456073
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     Board of Governors 

President Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Vice-President/Legal Liaison Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118  

Secretary Jan Burke (410) 745-8736 

Treasurer  Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

Erosion Control Jack Davis   (410) 745-2461 

Communication Monica Otte (410) 745-8397 

Architectural Review Barry Burke (301) 253-5113 

Finance Sharri Foy (410) 745-8622 

Dock Master Hunter Plog (443) 786-2051 
   

E-mail Rio Vista Association riovistamd@riovistacom.org 

   

Committees 

Architectural 

E-mail 

Barry Burke 

 (architectural@riovistacom.org) 
(301) 253-5113 

 Ralph Bowers  

 Harold Klinger  

 Lori Ramsey  

 Donna Reichert  

 Steve Shimko  

 Jim Swigert  

Nav-Light Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

  
Jan Swigert 

Deborah Shule (Mailing Hard Copies) 

(433) 239-9607 

(703) 969-1111 

Community Events Ann Davis (410) 745-2461 

  Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

Dock Hunter Plog (433) 786-2051 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-8736 

 Document Review Judy Sandground (410) 745-5118 

  Jan Burke (410) 745-8736 

 Erosion Control Jack Davis (410) 745-2461 

 Bernie Grove (410) 745-6154 

  Roy Droege (410) 745-6572 

Finance Sharri Foy (410) 745-8622 

Landscape Hunter Plog (443) 786-2051 

Neighborhood Watch Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

 Hunter Plog (443) 786-2051 
 Jan Burke (410) 745-8736 

Web Masters Sandi Droege (410) 745-6572 

 Lori Ramsey 
 

 919-428-
0973 

 

 

(919)  428- 0973 
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     RIO VISTA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Community Annual Meeting  

November 2020 

 

Due to the current COVID 19 restrictions, the annual community meeting will not be held in person this 

year.  The following is the annual general report typically presented at the usual gathering. 

 

Treasurers Report:  2020 Annual Budget 

   Income:  Annual Fees, Slip Rentals, Contributions $ 16,050.00  100% 

 

   Expense: Grounds & Dock Maintenance  $    5,700.00     36% 

       Shoreline Preservation   $    3,000.00     19% 

       Mosquito Control Program            $    2,500.00     15% 

        Insurance-Liability/E/O            $    1,467.00       9%  

       Community Support Service           $       950.00       6% 

        Legal     $       500.00        3% 

       Administration/Other   $    1,933.00      12% 

       Total Expense               $   16,050.00     100%  
   
Erosion Control:  Due to the restrictions put in place, projects for 2020 have been limited.  Fill dirt and filter cloth 
was placed at the end of Cove Road to prevent further erosion.  Talbot County Roads Department plans to replace 
the collapsed drainage pipe at the end of Cove Road.  The community has agreed to pay for two surface catch 
basins.  The county will install a new drain pipe, water proof the pass through at the bulkhead and provide fill and 
grass seed to finish the project.   The community picked up several large rocks donated by James and Deborah 

Schule to be used for erosion prevention. 
 
Sign Committee:  The sign light at the MD. RT. 33 and Madison Avenue failed and was replaced. 
 
Architectural Committee:  The architectural committee, chaired by Barry Burke, has been extremely busy.  Over 
the past 3 years 47 requests have been received from members for renovations and property improvements.  44 

submissions were reviewed and approved.  3 submissions are pending approval. 

 
Community Events:  No special events (Yard Sale, etc.) were held during the year.  The virus as well as little 
interest in the past has prevented holding community events.  Anyone having an interest in serving on this 
committee should contact a board member to discuss ideas. 
 
Communications:  The Nav-Light continues to be our primary resource to communicate with the community.  

Sandi Droege has done a wonderful and professional job in making the Nav-Light a useful and meaningful 
publication.  Resident contributions to the content are encouraged.  Comments and suggestions are also welcome.  
A project to update the Rio Vista Web Site software is currently underway. 
 
Curb Appeal Committee:  Jan Burke took on the leadership of this committee.  Maintenance of the flag circle at 
Tenant Circle and Landing Road is an ongoing project along with contacting members whose properties need some 
work to improve appearance from the street. 

 

Dock Committee:  Hunter Plog chairs the dock committee.  He has completed the replacement of the deck 
boards.  The dock looks great.  Hunter spends a lot of time managing slip rentals as well as day to day 
maintenance and slip renter usage requirements.  He is especially vigilant regarding the safe usage of this facility.  
Hurricane season and storm/tide issues keep him very busy. 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  Sandi Droege has gotten this program on very sound footing.  There are now 20 active 

block captains who are doing a great job.  If you have not yet met with your assigned block captain, we encourage 
you to do so as soon as possible.  There have been a number of instances information has been sent to everyone 
about a current issue they should be aware of.  Personal information (especially email address) provided to block 
captains is confidential and is only used to send important notices and the Nav-Light.  Contact information is not 
provided to anyone for any reason. 
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General:  I want to thank Talbot County Road Department for continued support for the drainage and street needs 
of our community.  If it snows, you will see your county taxes at work.  
 
I also want to thank those members who have contributed untold time and effort to monitoring Talbot County 

Council especially regarding Short Term Rental issues.  Progress seems to have been made regarding more 
oversight and regulation enforcement by STR licensees.    
 
As there will be no annual meeting this year, in accordance with community by-laws current board members whose 
terms end in December will be asked to remain onboard until the next annual meeting can be held.    
 
Rio Vista Community Association, Inc. 

Board of Governors 
Jack Davis, President/Treasurer 
 
 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


